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- SECTION 1.0 GENERAL INFORMATION

The Inovonics 200 is a dual-function unit which
incorporates both fast-acting peak limiting and average-
responding automatic gain control circuits. Features,
several of which are unique to the Model 200, include:

Calibrated, detented attenuators for independent
control of INPUT GAIN, PEAK CEILING, and AVERAGE
1.EVEL LIMIT, This type of control offers the abkility
to preset (or reset) these adjustments to given values.

A SIOW A.G.C. mode which may be employed to

minimize long-term varistions in program level,

An exclusive PEAK HOLD feature that can sample
the level of musical selecticns during an initial
preview play-through, and automatically set'a proper
dubbing level for subsequent master transfer,

Low distortion (even at low freguencies) assured
by unicue open-loop gain control and ripple-cancelling
circuitry.

Instant display of limiting action by peak-
responding indicators. An optional remote-mounting
Gain Reduction Meter may be located at the console.



"1,1 SPECIFICATIONS

7 VFrequencx Response:
+0.54B 20Hz - 20kH=z

Si gnal-to-NOLSe Ratio:
Greater than 754B, referred to +4dBm 11ne lovel

Distortion (THD @ +4dBm line level with 15dB Limiting
or Average Level Reduction):

50Hz -~ 200Hz 200Hz - 20KH=z

Peak Limiter

NORM Release: 0,.5% max, 0,3% max.

FAST Release: 0.8% max, 0,4% max.
Average Level Limiter: 0.4% max, 0. 3% max.
Limiters OFF: 0.15% max,, 20Hz - 20kHz @ +23dBm

Limiter Timings

Peak Limiter
NORM Attack: less than 1ps,/dB-11m1t1ng
DELLYED Attack: 2ms fixed delay + 0.5ms / dB-limiting
NORM Release: approx, 30ms /dB-limiting
FAST Release: approx, 6tms /dB-limiting
PEAK HOLD Attack: less than 10ps /dB-limiting

— PEAK HOLD Release (drift): less than 0.1dB/minute

Average Level Limiter
NORM Attack and Release: approxX. 50ms /dB-limiting
SIOW A.G.C.: Operates in conjunction with NORM mode
and requlres approx, 10 seconds for
complete gain reduction or restoration,

Stereo Coupling: Two or more units may be interconnected
for ganged gain reduction,

Input:

Sensitivity: Adjusts in 2dB steps to accommodate input
levels between =10 and +10VU,

Impedance: 100K, unbalanced (transformer optional)

Qutput: Line output feeds 600 chm line or bridging input
at +4 or +8dBm, Clipping level +24dBm,

Panel Controls: {(SEE 3,1)

Panel Indicators: Peak—respondlng indicators display gain
state of Limiter circuit: LINEAR (no
iimiting); AvG, GAIN REDUCTION; PEAK LIMIT,




Power Requirement: 105 -« 130VAC, 50/ 60Hz, 10 watts

Size and Weight: 1=3/4" X 19" X 6-1/2", 71bs,

Accessories:
Remote-mounting Gain Reduction Meter
Input isolation transformer

i,1.1 As terminology relating to Audio Limiters is

not standardized, and as some operating parameters are
difficult to specify in universally understood terms,
Tnovonics welcomes the opportunity to answer any gquestions
which may arise from the specifications as stated. Such
correspondence should be addressed to the Engineering
Department of Inovonics, at the address: appearing on

the front of this manual, '



SECTION 2,0  INSTALLATION

2.1 Upon receipt of the equipment, inspect for shipping
damage., If any such damage is found, notify the carrier
at once; if not, proceed as ocutlined below, Save the
original shipping carton and materials for future
shipment,

2.2 The Model 200 Average and Peak Responding Limiter
is packaged to mount in a standard 19~inch rack,
requiring only 1-3/4 inches of rack space per channel,

2.3 A screw-terminal barrier strip provides connections
for input, output, and optional remoté—mounting Gain
Reduction Meter, An additional jack permits intercon-
necting two or more units for ganged gain reduction,

2.4 As shipped, the Model 29C is calibrated for a
+4dBm line., Should operation with a +8dBm line be
required, see Section 4,0 for recalibration procedures,

2,5 No line termination switch is provided or necessary,

as the very low source impedance obviates any shift

in characteristics, whether or not the output is terminated
in 600 ohms. Should the equipment which feeds the Model

200 require output loading, an external 600 ohm resistor
may be placed across the input terminals; otherwise, the
input impedance is a nominal “Hi-Z bridging®,



SECTION 3,0 OFPERATION AND FUNCTIONAL DESCRIPTION

3.1 OPERATION

3,1,1 The operating controls for both the Average
Level Limiter and Peak Limiter are respectively grouped
and identified, However, as terminology relating to
Audio Limiters varies, a brief description of control
functions and typical use situations follows,

3,1,2 INFUT GAIN

With this control in the 0dB position, overall
cirecuit gain is unity, With the limiting controls set
to restrict average and peak levels to appropriate
values, the + gain positions of this switch will yield
a positive overall circuit gain aid corresponding
degree of signal compression, - jain positions are
generally used only to attenuate an input signal of

a higher~than-nominal line level,

3.1.,3 AVERACGE LEVEL LIMITER CONTROLS

In the NORM position, the MODE switch allows this
limiter circuit go act as a quasi-VU responding gain
control., This mode of operation achieves an effect
similar to manual gain-riding based on VU meter indi-
cations, The maximum indication of a VU meter monitoring
the Limiter output signal will correlate fairly well
with the setting of the AVG, LIMIT control,

By setting the MODE switch to SLOW A.G.C., the
normal function of the Average lLevel Limiter is preserved,
but in addition a very slow-responding circuit corrects
gain for long-term level variations, This mode is
generally used with a certain degree of circuit gain
(+ INPUT GAIN) to maintain a constant average level,

3.1,4 PEAK LIMITER CONTROLS

Unlike conventional Limiters operating in a closed-
loop configuration, the "knee" of the Inovonics Model
200 Limiter curve is not abrupt (see Fig, 3-1); rather, it

is a gentle transition from a linear to a limited condition,
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The small amount of increasing-ratio compression
prior to the infinite ratio afforded by the optimally-
flat eceiling of the Model 200, decreases the audibility
of Limiter operation,

In the NORM position of the MODE switch, the PEAK
CEILING control sets the absolute upper limit of program
peaks; even those of such short duration as to be
unmeasurable by conventional VU meters., The setting of
the PEAK CEILING control is dictated by the dynamic
range capability of the recording or transmission
system (ie, 100% modulation of an RF carrier, groovewall
breakdown of a phonograph disc, or a maximum permitted
distortion in the case c¢f a tape recording), The NORM
position of the ATTACK switch giv=s fastest operation,

assuring reduction of even the shortest-duration peaks,
The DELAYED position may be used when very fast transients

are subsequently clipped, or can otherwise be tolerated,

The NORM position of the RELEASE switch is the best

compromise between a fast recovery and low signal dis-

tortion, while the FAST position returns circuit gain .
to the unlimited value very quickly at the expense of

a certain degree of low freguency signal distortion.

Nevertheless, the unique distortion-reducing circuits of

the Model 200 permit much shorter release times than

those of conventional Limiters for a given value of

distortion,

3.1.5 PEAK HOLD OPERATION

With its MODE switch in the PEAK HQOLD position, the
Peak Limiter section functions as a sample-and-hold
circuit, or can actually be considered a Peak Limiter
with infinite release time, After setting the CEILING
control to the desired value of the highest program
peak, a musical selection may be played into the Model
200, which automatically adjusts its gain to reduce
the highest program peak to the preset ceiling value,
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The musical selection can then be rewound (with tape
lifters operated, of course), replayed through the Limiter
into a second recorder, and dubbed at the automatically-
ad justed, constant level, The highest program peak will
remain at the ceiling value, but the dynamic range of
the recording will be preserved, as no further gain
change occurs during the dubbing process, PEAK HOLD
operation is generally done with the Average Limiter OFF
and the Peak Limiter ATTACK switch in the NORM poéition.
The PEAK HOLD circuit may be reset by momentarily
returning the MODE switch to NORM,

3.1,6 CGAIN REDUCTION INDICATORS

The LINEAR lamp remains lighted as long as no gain
reduction is in effect. The AVG. LEVEL REDUCTION lamp
signals any operation of the Average Level Limiter
circuit, and the PEAK LIMIT lamp lights whenever program
peaks are reduced to the ceiling value. In the case of
PEAK HOLD operation, this lamp lights when circuit gain
is reduced, and remains lighted until the circuit is

reset,

3.2 CIRCUIT DESCRIPTICNS

3,2.1 The Signal PCB contains all elements in the
audio signal path. IC1 is the input amplifier, and
is associated with the INPUT GAIN control, The output
of this stage is routed to both the AVG, LEVEL LIMIT
and PEAK CEILING attenuators, and hence to the Control
PCB, The output of IC1 also feeds the Gain Reduction
Module, This encapsulated circuit element provides the
required gain reduction for Limiter operation as a
function of a DC control current. The Module output
drives Q1 and Q2, the Class AB output stage. Diodes
CR7 and CRS8 provide output short circuit protection,
Negative DC control voltage from the Control PCB
is fed to IC2, a unity-~gain, FET-input buffer, This

wilBlus



stage also provides drive for the optional remote meter,
LINEARITY control, R7, converts the voltage output

of IC2 to a proper current for linear gain reductibn.
The output of IC 2 is also inverted, by IC3, AC-coupled
through €6, and clamped by CR2 and CR4, This signal is
fed out of phase with the gain controlling current to the
Gain Reduction Module. The purpose of this circuit is

to null the DC control signal ripple component and sub-
stantially reduce the generation of harmonic distortion,

particularly at low frequencies,

3.2,2 Signals from the Peak Limiter CEILING attenuator
are fed to the Control PCB, and to emitter follower,
Q1, From Q1l, the signal is passed to a a full wave
rectifies circuit consisting of IC1, 1C.3, and related
componen :s, This rectifier circuit converts program
peaks of either polarity to negative-going signals.

Transistor 03, a current gain stage, capacitor C9,
and resistor R20, as well as those associated with the
RELEASE switch, provide the desired Peak Limiter time
constant, Diode CR13, one element of an analog "or"
gate, couples the resultant DC voltage to the Signal PCB,
IC 5 and transistor Q4 drive the PEAK LIMIT indicator
whenever the Peak Limiter is called upon to reduce
circuit gain, '
Similarly, signals from the AVG. LEVEL LIMIT atten-
uator are routed through emitter follower Q2 to a second
full wave rectifier circuit, consisting of IC2, IC4, and |
related components, Capacitor C7, in this case, however,
integrates the rectified signal to yield a negative
voltage which represents the average, rather than the
peak value of the input signal, In the SLOW A.G.C. mode,
R17 and C8 perform a second, long-term averaging function,
CR14, the second element in the analog “or" gate, feeds
this DC signal to the Signal PCB, IC6 and Q5 drive
_the AVG. LEVEL REDUCTION indicator, Transistor Q6 lights
the LINEAR indicator when no gain reduction is in effect.

.



'SECTION 4,0 ALIGNMENT AND CALIBRATION

4,1 GAIN CALIBRATION

With the INPUT GAIN attenuator set to 0dB, and the
PEAK CEILING and AVG, LEVEL LIMIT controls OFF, feed
a nominal line level signal (+4 or +8dBm) of 500Hz
to the Limiter input, Adjust GAIN CAL control, R16 on
the Signal PCB, for an identical reading at the Limiter
output, If the Limiter is to feed a terminated input,
load the unit with a 600 ohm resistor at this time,

4,2 LINEARITY ADJUSTMENT

With the INPUT GAIN control set to 0dB, and the AVG,
LEVEL LIMIT control OFF, set the PEAK CEILING control to
OVU, ATTACK, RELEASE, and Peak Limiter MODE switches to
NORM. While monitoring the Limiter output with a VTIVM.
feed a 500Hz signal to the input, Increase the oscillator
amplitude slowly. At some point the PEAK LIMIT indicator
will light, and the output signal should stop increasing,
even as the input signal is increased, If the output
continues to increase, turn the LINEARITY control, R7
on the Signal PCB, counterclockwise, If the output
increases to a point and then decreases as the input
level is raised, turn the control clockwise. The proper
ad justment of this control will yield a curve similar
to the "infinite" curve plotted in Fig., 3-1. An optimally-
flat ceiling will actually drop about 0,5dB when the
input level is raised 15 to 20dB above the ceiling value,

4,3 PEAK LIMYITER CALIBRATION

With controls set as in 4.2, feed the Limiter input
with a 500Hz signal at a 1evél 10dB above OVU (oscillator
output at +14 or +18dBm}. Adjust the PEAK LIMIT CAL controil,
R15 on the Control PCB, for a Limiter output of OVU (+4
or +8d4Bm),

4,4 METER CALIBRATION

Tf the optional remote meter is employed, it may now be
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calibrated to read 10d4B of Gain Reduction with conditions
as in 4.3, Use the METER CAL control, Rl on the Signal
PCEB,

4,5 DISTORTICN NULL ADJUSTMENT

Set the Peak Limiter RELEASE switch to FAST, and the
test oscillator frequency to 50Hz, Other control settings
and levels should remain as in 4.3, Monitor the Limiter
output with a Total Harmonic Distortion Meter and ad just
the DISTORTION NULL trimmer, R10 on the Signal PCB, for

a minimum reading.

4,6 AVERAGE LIMIT CALIBRATION

Turn the CEILING control to OFF, Set the AVG, LEVEL
LIMIT control to OVU, and Average Limiter MODE switch
to NORM, Feeding the Limiter input with a 50CHz signal
108B above OVU, adjust the AVG, LIMIT CAL control, R16
on the Control PCB, for a OVU output reading.

This completes calibration of the Model 200 Limiter,

N I
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INOVONICS WARRANTY

Inovonics, Inc. products are warranted to be free from defects in material and
workmanship. Any discrepancies noted within 90 days of the date of purchase
will be repaired free of charge. Additionally, parts for repairs required between 90
days and one year from the date of purchase will be supplied free of charge, with
installation billed at normal rates. It will be the responsibility of the purchaser to
return equipment for warranty service to the dealer from whom it was originally
purchased unless prior arrangement is made with the dealer to inspect or repair at
the user’s location.

This warranty is subject to the following conditions:

Warranty card supplied with the equipment must be completed and returned
to the factory within 10 days of purchase.

Warranty is void if unauthorized attempts at repair or modification have been

made, or if serial identification has been defaced, removed, or altered.

Warranty does not apply to damage caused by misuse, abuse, or accident.

Warranty valid only to original purchaser.
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